
On Saturday, October 4, twelve
volunteers put in a full day of work
planting and mulching nearly 800
Missouri native plants in rain gar-
dens at the Cass County Justice
Center, 2501 W. Wall,
Harrisonville, Missouri.  

This South Grand River
Watershed Alliance (SGRWA) rain
garden project was made possible
by a grant awarded by the Mid-
America Regional Council (MARC).
The grant was awarded for the

purpose of improving water quality
through a community educational
project that addresses non point
source water pollution—pollution
that has no specific point of origin
i.e. contaminants in stormwater
runoff. Cass County and the
Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) partnered
with the SGRWA in the installtion
of the rain garden. County person-
nel and Tom Lampe, Quail
Unlimited volunteer, prepared the
rain garden area while MDC

Community Conservationists pro-
vided advice and help with the
planting and mulching. Deborah
Kuntz, Barbara Van Vleck,
Margaret Martinez, Joseph Gross,
William Allen, Eric Steverson, Van
Wiskur, Bob Sherrick, Doris
Sherrick, Caleb Sherrick, Wendy
Sangster, and Stephen Van Rhein
planted, mulched and watered
native orange coneflowers, cardinal
flowers, shining blue star, garden
phlox, tussock sedge, soft rush,
southern blue flag, and palm sedge.

Rain gardens are landscape fea-
tures that function to reduce non
point source water pollution They
do this by slowing stormwater
runoff, filtering pollutants from
the runoff, and aiding with infil-
tration by slowly releasing
stormwaters into the ground. This
keeps more of the stormwater on
the area where it falls rather than
running off into a stream to con-
tribute to flooding conditions and
impacting a stream with pollutants
in the runoff. A rain garden will
absorb 30 percent more
stormwater than a lawn area of
comparable size.

A rain garden is constructed
by selecting an area where
stormwater runoff can be inter-
cepted, creating a shallow depres-
sion of about six inches with a
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small berm at one end and then
planting the area with native plants
that are adapted to survive in very
wet or dry conditions. Native
plants are especially appropriate
choices for rain gardens
because they are adapted
to the climate and soils of
the area—and they are
beautiful. Many natives
also have exceptionally long
root systems that facili-
tate filtering and infiltra-
tion of stormwater. The
native plants also provide
great habitat for butter-
flies, birds and other
species and add interest
and beauty to the land-
scape. A rain garden can

vary in size from a few square
feet to as large as space permits.

An informational sign about rain
gardens has been installed at the
Cass County Justice Center rain

gardens site.
You are encouraged to check

out the rain gardens at the
Justice Center and consider con-
structing one at your residence or

place of business.
Incorporating a rain garden
into your landscape is a very
effective way for you to con-
tribute to better water qual-
ity and to help reduce flood
damage. 

For additional information
about rain gardens, visit
www.rainkc.com, and for
information about the
SGRWA and additional pho-
tos of the rain garden proj-
ect visit www.southgrandwa-
tershed.com

Register your South
Grand River watershed

rain garden
If you have a rain garden at

your home, business or school, you
can register it at www.southgrand-
watershed.com. Photos are wel-
come and will be posted on the
website.

By registering your rain garden,
you will be encouraging others to
include a rain garden in their land-
scape. As the number of rain gar-
dens increase, the more effect
there will be to improve water
quality in the watershed and to
reduce stormwater runoff. 

Group Presentations
Available

The SGRWA has power point
programs on various water relat-
ed topics such as stormwater,
rain gardens, characteristics of
healthy watersheds, etc.,and is
available to do presentations for
your group or organization.

For information, contact us at
www.southgrandwatershed.com or
call 779-6708 or 331-2824.

SGRWA Third Annual
Open House

You are invited to attend the
SGRWA Third Annual Open
House Thursday, March 26,
2009, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at
the Lions Community Building,
Peculiar, Missouri.

Don’t miss this opportunity to
visit with federal, state and
local agencies and local organi-
zations to learn about their role
in protecting our water quality.
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Winter Water 
Quality Actions

• Plan a rain garden for your
spring landscape.

• Get acquainted with a nearby
stream—what kind of vege-
tation grows along its banks,
is it littered with trash,
what are the threats to the
quality of its waters, etc.

Everyone understands that
water is essential to life. But
many are only just now beginning
to grasp how essential it is to
everything in life—food, energy,
transportation, nature, leisure,
identity, culture, social norms,
and virtually all the products
used on a daily basis."
– World Business Council for
Sustainable Development
(WBCSD)
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